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Overview

Our
efforts

thus far

What DL
means to
us



Our Journey in DL

2011

*Book - ‘Content Matters’ by Stephanie M.
McConachie

*SMC Retreat 2011 : sharing by KPs from Math,
Chemistry and History

*Professional Learning Day 2011: sharing by
Principal on disciplinary literacy



Our Journey in DL

2012

*Teaching and Learning Committee 2012
— led by HOD/C&A with Senior Teachers
— Professional dialogue
— Interested but not totally convinced

— Read and shared the relevant of the book
‘Content Matters’



Our Journey in DL

2013

*Sharing by Senior Teachers with Staff during
Professional Learning Time (LeAPS)

C

— Discussed with staff on why the need for DL

— Developed some understanding of DL through group
discussions

— Read and discussed the principles of learning and the
DL design principles
~Formation of one DL team in each academic
epartment to research into DL of own subject

C

iscipline —shared at Professional Learning Day



Content and Habits of thinking

Each subjects area or discipline has its own unique knowledge core, its
own habits of thinking and ways of reading, writing and thinking and its own
perspective on what constitutes literacy




Content and Habits of Thinking




Our Journey in DL

2014

*Each DL team develop a lesson package during
time-tabled time

— ldentified the DL of subject/ topic
— Factor DL design principles in the design of lesson

— Craft tasks that enable students to think and work
like a mathematician, scientist, historian, etc

*WSA-EC efforts and sharing by Dr Paul Doyle

— Raise interest and awareness about quality of
classroom talk



Habits of Thinking

« Knowing how to work in different disciplines

« The ways that members of different

communities read, inquire, reason,
investigate, speak, write and co-construct

their respective knowledge bases



Disciplinary Literacy
Teacher Competencies:

« content knowledge + habits of thinking
« model the ways to investigate key topics

« Conceptual knowledge + habits of thinking
+ pedagogy = scaffold students’ learning



Disciplinary Literacy

Student Outcomes:

* Learning fo read, write, talk and reason as @
junior member of a particular discipline

« Craffing arguments in the ways that
members of a discipline do: eg proofs in
Mathematics, document analysis in History,
iInferpretations in Literature, hypothesis
testing in Science



Disciplinary Literacy




Action Plan — Building Disciplinary Literaciesin T
&L

- Implementation -
lesson packages
* Evidence of CV & FL

* peer & self-
assessment

Implementing
and Review of
Lesson Plans

Effective
Communication

¢ Collaboration
with ELIS, MOE

e Accountable &
Exploratory Talk

Literature
Review

Lesson
Planning &
Building
Classroom
Culture for DL

* DL e.g. Content
Matters

* Discipline-Specific
Material. E.g What
Is History?

Key features of DL
lessons

* Developing Lesson
Plans

« Creating conducive
classroom culture




CHALLENGES !

Not a top-down initiative

Aiyah, this is nothing new!

Loads of experimentation

MISTAKES!
Team




Our Journey in DL

2015

°To build classroom cultures where more
dialogic talk takes place

*Student to demonstrate their understanding
by thinking and talking in disciplinarity of the
subject

*Broaden the reach to teachers
*Subject experts to deepen DL in their subjects



Thank you



